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merit of some of the more disputable questions. But these are minor
criticisms. The plan and the execution of the book are excellent, and
though the form is popular the treatment is thorough, and accurate
wherever we have tested i t ; there is much that is suggestive, and not a
little that is new. J. L. M.

The recent interest shown by the Italians in the opposite coast of the
Adriatic is responsible for a Biblioteca Italo-Albanese, of which a small
treatise, L'Albania, by Professor A. Galanti (Roma : Societa editrice
Dante Alighieri, 1901), is the first volume. The author deals with the
geography, creeds, and customs of the country, and then gives a slight
but accurate and clear sketch of its history from the Peloponnesian war
down to the proceedings of the Albanian league. There are, as he says,
no national archives, though much lies buried in those of Venice ; and
Albania has had but three national heroes—Pyrrhus, Skanderbeg, and
Ali Pasha of Janina. But many conquerors — Romans, Normans,
Bulgarians, Serbs, Angevins, and Turks—have annexed that turbulent
land, or at least held its ports, though none of them could destroy the
lawless independence of the native chiefs. Durazzo, of which there is
more left than the author implies, is in itself an epitome of classical and
medieval history, and we have seen many an old inscription on its walls.
Nor are the Albanian colonies in southern Italy without interest, while
that strange race can boast of having given Crispi and Seismit-Doda to
Italian politics, Clement XII to the papacy, and Mehemet Ali to Egypt.
We miss any allusion to Skanderbeg's house, and the lane still called
after him, in Rome. Gibbon's phrase remains true, that ' a country in
sight of Italy is less known than the wilds of America.' There are some
grotesquo blunders in the bibliography. Thus one of Mr. Tozer's
admirable books is ascribed to the ' Rev. Henry Fanshaw,' Mrs. Blunt's
identity is effectually concealed under the name of ' Daughter,' and
Freeman's work on historical geography appears with a strange title;
Gibbon and Pinlay are cited in the old editions. W. M.

In A.iolca, the Buddhist Emperor of India (Oxford : Clarendon Press,
1901), a supplementary volume to the series of 'Rulers of India,' Mr.
Vincent A. Smith has compiled a capital popular account of the ancient
Indian empire under the renowned pietist Asoka. He was the grandson
of Chandragupta, who by his sword freed his country from the 3way of
Macedonia and became the first ruler over a united India. Of the history
of the thirty-eight years' reign of Asoka (probably 272-244 B.C.) we are
but poorly informed, and a sanguinary though successful campaign
against the kingdom of Kalinga in his ninth year is practically the only
event recorded. In this war, so an inscription states, ' one hundred and
fifty thousand persons were thence carried away captive, one hundred
thousand were there slain, and many times that number perished.' From
the same source we learn that the suffering entailed by this campaign led
Asoka to eschew military glory and to adopt the Buddhist' Law of Piety,'
and all that we know of the rest of his reign is concerned with his care for
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the internal administration of his empire and his zeal for Buddhism, which
through his endeavours grew from a local sect into a world religion.
Apart from the inscriptions, the interpretation of which is] often obscure,
the only other native sources upon which Mr. Smith could draw are the
grotesque and contradictory legends of Buddhist monks. Like all legends
they are rich in that verisimilitude of detail which to a less critical writer
might have suggested a large degree of genuineness. In them Asoka
appears as a cruel monarch whose sudden conversion was due to his
clerical advisers, to whom also the credit for the subsequent missionary
enterprises is ascribed. Mr. Smith includes translations of the inscrip-
tions and of some of the legends. From the former he has prepared an
instructive chapter on the culture, life, and government of India in the
middle of the third century B.C. The inscriptions reflect a period of
great internal tranquillity, which is truly remarkable in view of the
widespread and, to many of his subjects, doubtless irksome reforms which
Asoka endeavoured to carry out, and it speaks well for the administrative
abilities of this king that an empire as large as British India (with the
exclusion of Burma) should have been so well kept in hand. A.

There is always a peculiar fascination in the attempt to put us in
personal contact with the historical figures of the ancient world. In II
Cranio di Plinio (privately printed, 1901) Signor M. E. Cannizzaro has told
the story of the recent discovery, at the mouth of the Sarno, of a Roman
building containing the skeletons of seventy fugitives from the destruction
of Pompeii. One, which lay apart from the rest, evidently belonged to an
official of some importance, and its skull showed high intellectual deve-
lopment. Did it belong to the elder Pliny ? Signor Cannizzaro inge-
niously shows how much there is in the various features of the remains
which would be consistent with the story of his uncle's death as told by
the younger Pliny. Unfortunately there is one thing wanting, and that is
the existence of any evidence which gives the smallest clue to the real
identity of the person in question. All the rest is imagination.

G. McN. E.

In a paper entitled Un Passo dubio diEnrwdio (extracted from the Atti
del vol. 31 dell' Accademia Pontaniana, Naples, 1901) Signor M. Schipa
discusses the troublesome question as to the meaning of the statement of
Ennodius that Theodoric received the Alamans intra Italiae terminos
sine detrimento Bomanae possessions and, rejecting Galanti's opinion
that Ehaetia is meant, and that of Mommsen in favour of Pannonia,
pronounces for Noricum, which is said by Eugippius to have been stripped
of its Roman possessors under Odoacer. The chronological difficulty,
however, which the author brings against Mommsen's opinion is not
wholly removed by this solution; and Signor Schipa should not call
the defeat of the Alamans ' the battle of Tolbiac' E. W. B.

Owain Lawgoch—Yeuain de Galles: Some Facts and Suggestions, by
Edward Owen, is a tirage a part from the Transactions of the Honourable
Society of Cymmrodorion for the Session 1899-1900, and deserves warm
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